www.oswegatchie.org
9340 Long Pond Road
Croghan, NY 13327
(315) 346-1222

November 29th, 2021
To: All Secondary Agricultural Science, Environmental/Conservation CTE programs.

From: Bill Waite, Oswegatchie Educational Center
Shari Lighthall, New York Ag Education and Outreach
RE: 2022 Environmental Science & Leadership Development Program
The Oswegatchie Educational Center is offering Environmental and Leadership Development Programs (ELPs) to
be implemented during the 2022 calendar year. Funding for these programs has been made possible by NY Ag
Education and Outreach. All secondary Agricultural Education, Environmental / Conservation CTE programs may
apply for these special opportunities.
In the past, this program was designed to have multiple schools at one time. Due to Covid, this has changed. Each
program will be intended for one school unless prearranged by multiple schools with administrative permission in
advance.
These funds are available Sunday—Friday anytime during the 2022 calendar year. Minimum per group is for 15
students with a maximum of 60. Call for availability.
Three program formats to choose from:
•

Standard ELP with 2 Day / 2 Night option, each student receives a $50 ELP Scholarship cutting cost from $200
per student to $150 per student.

•

Quick ELP with 1 Day / 1 Night option, each student receives a $50 ELP Scholarship cutting cost from $150 per
student to $100 per student.

•

1 Day Ropes Program, each student receives $10 scholarship cutting cost from $30 to $20 per student.

We are looking forward to giving this opportunity to your students again this year. The Oswegatchie Educational
Center is situated on a 1,200 acre expanse of land inside the Adirondack Park. This setting provides the perfect
atmosphere for learning about our natural world. Don’t miss out on this opportunity for you and your students.
Please contact Bill or Robin at Oswegatchie to book dates.
Sincerely,
Bill Waite, Program Director
Oswegatchie Education Center

Shari Lighthall
New York Agricultural Education and Outreach
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Program Objectives:
•

Students will work together to build relationships and interpersonal skills.

•

Students will practice valuable problem solving skills.

•

Students will expand cooperation & teamwork while developing mutual support .

•

Students will develop appreciation of forest ecology and the Adirondack ecosystem.

•

Students will increase awareness of Environmental and Agricultural post secondary

education and career opportunities.
•

Students will recognize basic concepts in wildlife, forestry, ecology, & land use.

Eligibility: All Secondary Agricultural Education, Environmental / Conservation CTE
programs are eligible for this opportunity!

To Schedule: Contact Robin or Bill Waite asap with the dates you wish to bring
students. If you have any questions you can contact us at (315) 346-1222.
Oswegatchie Educational Center
9340 Long Pond Road
Croghan, New York 13327

(315) 346-1222
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What is the TEAM Challenge Ropes Course?
The TEAM Challenge Ropes Course at Oswegatchie is a tool used to enhance group development and personal growth
through fun learning games, trust initiatives, and low & high ropes elements. An emphasis is placed on group success
and enhancing self-confidence. Ropes course components only available in November dates.
Team Challenge Goals
• Develop and improve upon valuable problem solving skills.
• Advance cooperation and team work.
• Increase and enrich communication.
• Place and better trust in others as well as self.
• Build upon personal and group desire to succeed and accomplish goals.
• To develop appreciation of and identification with our natural world.
• To have fun in a safe, "challenge by choice" environment!

Environmental Education Opportunities;
Situated on a 1200 acre expanse of land inside the
Adirondack park, Oswegatchie provides the
perfect environment for learning about our
natural world. The property includes four bodies
of water, various streams, wetlands, open fields,
and woodlands for hiking, snowshoeing, and
environmental education. With such immense
surroundings to draw from, Oswegatchie is a great
place to focus on the natural world.

The March and April ELPs will spend more time on
environmental education as the ropes course will
not be open till May.
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A view of Long Pond.
One of the four pond on
Oswegatchie’s 1200 acres.

Sutliff is a modern lodge that can accommodate up to 80 guests. The sleeping accommodations include 10
individual rooms that contain 2-4 beds each, and two large dormitories that sleep 24 each. The main floor
contains the industrial kitchen, main room with a fireplace, and game room with recreational equipment.

Learn More about Oswegatchie at www.oswegatchie.org

4

Oswegatchie Educational Center
Environmental Science & Leadership Development Program Sample Schedule
Sponsored By NY AG Education and Outreach
Day One
4:00 PM-

Arrival to Oswegatchie (time flexible)

4:30 PM-

Welcome, Introductions & Overview of Program

5:00 PM-

Dinner

6:00 PM-

Ice Breakers : Intro to Small Group Leadership

7:30 PM-

Campfire and Reflections of the day

8:00 PM-

Teachers take over Supervision

Day Two
8:00 AM-

Breakfast

9:00 AM-

Team Challenge Low Ropes Course

10:30 AM -

Adirondack Ecology Part 1—Students will be introduced to the current seasonal components
of the larger Adirondack ecosystem. Topics range from geology, watersheds, forestry, &

wildlife.

12:00 PM-

Lunch

1:00 PM-

Adirondack Ecology Part 2 and / or TEAM Challenge High Ropes

4:00 PM-

Break

5:00 PM-

Dinner

6:00 PM-

Evening Program—Nocturnal Ecology Hike / Owls in the Moonlight

7:30 PM-

Campfire and Reflections of the Day

8:00 PM-

Teachers take over Supervision

Day Three
7:00 AM-

Start packing up bedding and gear

8:00 AM-

Morning Experience (snowshoes, hike, boating, etc)

10:00 AM-

Brunch in New Dining Hall

11:00 AM–

Lodge Clean Up

11:30 AM-

Group Pictures

12:00 PM-

Departure!

For the 2021-2022 year the focus of the ELP workshops will be Adirondack Ecology. During winter
months, the TEAM Challenge Ropes Course will not be available due to winter weather. In place of
the ropes component, students will have the ability to utilize snowshoes, cross country skis, and
experience the maple sugaring operation at Oswegatchie. Team building activities will be a part of all
programs. NOTE: This schedule and curriculum is subject to change based on season of year and
weather.
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Oswegatchie Educational Center
Environmental & Leadership Development Program
Memo to Student Participants
To: Visiting Students to Oswegatchie
From: Bill Waite, Program Director
Re: Preparing for a Cold Weather Trips to the Adirondacks
As you prepare for an excellent 2 days in the Adirondacks, I would like to suggest a
few things to help you prepare for your trip.
•

If you have any special dietary requirements, let us know in advance. Either
communicate with your teacher or email us at wwaite@oswegatchie.org.

•

If you have any special medical needs, make sure to communicate with your
teacher before departure.

•

You will need bedding, pillows, towels, and toiletries for your stay.

•

Lastly, the weather is always different here than it is at home. Somedays its 70 out
and the next day there is snow. Bring warm clothes or pack layers to be at camp.
Boots and warm socks are good ideas in November. A rain coat is also practical.

•

Mountain weather is always worse than you can predict, be ready for anything.

We look forward to seeing you at Oswegatchie. You will get to experience a place that
has meant many great things to many people. You will meet students form other
schools and parts of New York. Come to Oswegatchie with an open mind and be ready
to learn!
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