9340 Long Pond Road
Croghan, NY 13327
Phone 315-346-1222

www.oswegatchie.org
January 4th, 2018
To: All Secondary Agricultural Science, Environmental/Conservation CTE programs.
From: Bill Waite, Program Director, Oswegatchie Educational Center
Shari Lighthall, New York Ag Education and Outreach
RE: Environmental & Leadership Development Program
The Oswegatchie Educational Center is offering 33% funded Environmental and Leadership
Development programs to be implemented at the center during the Spring of 2018. Funding for these
programs has been made possible by NY Ag Education and Outreach. All secondary Agricultural
Science, Environmental / Conservation CTE programs may apply for these special opportunities. See
the attached Request for Proposals for requirements and details. All proposals must be postmarked or
emailed by February 10th 2018 Please do not delay your proposals.
Since 2000, Oswegatchie has hosted these environmental and leadership development programs at the
center. We are looking forward to giving this opportunity to your students again this year. The
Oswegatchie Educational Center is situated on a 1200 acre expanse of land inside the Adirondack Park.
This setting provides the perfect atmosphere for learning about our natural world. The property includes
4 bodies of water, various streams, wetlands, open fields, and woodlands ideal for environmental
education. Don’t miss out on this opportunity for you and your students. Apply today!
Please contact me if you have any questions about this opportunity .
Sincerely,

Bill Waite, Program Director
Oswegatchie Education Center
wwaite@oswegatchie.org

Shari Lighthall
Ag Education and Outreach
slighthall@oswegatchie.org
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Oswegatchie Educational Center
Spring 2018 Environmental & Leadership Development Program
Sponsored By NY AG Education and Outreach

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Funding Level: This is a 33% Grant Program. The total program cost is $120 per student; the grant will
cover 33% per student. The school or student is responsible for the remaining 66% equal to $80 per
student. This covers all meals, lodging, and programming costs. Transportation cost is not cover by this
grant. This year we are offering 3 different dates in March & April.
Example of a 2 Night Grant Value:

True cost is $120/student X 10 students = $1200
33% paid by grant makes your cost $80/student X 10 students = $800
Your Savings with Grant is $400!

Our Spring 2018 Dates are:
March 14 - 16

Wednesday to Friday

March 21 - 23

Wednesday to Friday

April 11 – 13

Wednesday to Friday

All Secondary Agricultural Science, Environmental / Conservation
CTE programs may apply!

Meals and lodging are included. 150 spots available total!
Minimum of 10 students per school.
First Come First Serve, Plenty of Space available!
If you have questions, we encourage you to contact
Bill Waite at (315) 346-1222, or email wwaite@oswegatchie.org.
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Program Objectives:
 Students will recognize basic concepts in wildlife, forestry, aquatic ecology, & land use.


Students will understand the difference between cultural and natural history.



Students will meet students from multiple other schools and build relationships.



Students will develop appreciation for our natural world.



Students will practice valuable problem solving skills.



Students will expand cooperation & teamwork while developing mutual support



Students will increase awareness of Environmental and Agricultural post secondary
education and career opportunities.

Eligibility: All Secondary Agricultural Science, Environmental / Conservation CTE
programs are eligible for this opportunity!
Reservations due by Due Date: Feb 10th , 2018. Funds will be distribute on a first come first
serve basis.
TO APPLY: Contact Bill Waite asap with the numbers you wish to bring. If you have any
questions you may contact Bill Waite at (315) 346-1222, or email wwaite@oswegatchie.org.
RSVP by Email or call Bill Waite at
Oswegatchie Educational Center
9340 Long Pond Road
Croghan, New York 13327
wwaite@oswegatchie.org

(315) 346-1222
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What is the TEAM Challenge Ropes Course?*
The TEAM Challenge Ropes Course at Oswegatchie is a tool used to enhance group development and personal growth
through fun learning games, trust initiatives, and low ropes elements. An emphasis is placed on group success and
enhancing self-confidence. *Ropes Course available as snow melts.
Team Challenge Goals
 Develop and improve upon valuable problem solving skills.
 Advance cooperation and team work.
 Increase and enrich communication.
 Place and better trust in others as well as self.
 Build upon personal and group desire to succeed and accomplish goals.
 To develop appreciation of and identification with our natural world.
 To have fun in a safe, "challenge by choice" environment!

Environmental Education Opportunities;
Situated on a 1200 acre expanse of land inside the
Adirondack park, Oswegatchie provides the
perfect environment for learning about our natural
world. The property includes four bodies of water,
various streams, wetlands, open fields, and
woodlands for hiking, snowshoeing, and
environmental education. With such immense
surroundings to draw from, Oswegatchie is a great
place to focus on the natural world.
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A view of Long Pond.
One of the four pond on
Oswegatchie’s 1200 acres.

Sutliff is a modern lodge that can accommodate up to 80 guests. The sleeping accommodations include 10
individual rooms that contain 2-4 beds each, and two large dormitories that sleep 24 each.
The main floor contains the industrial kitchen, main room with a fireplace, and game room with recreational
equipment.
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Oswegatchie Educational Center
Environmental Science & Leadership Development
Program Sample Schedule
Sponsored By NY AG Education and Outreach
Day One
4:00 PM4:30 PM5:00 PM6:00 PM7:30 PM8:00 PM11:00 PM-

Arrival to Oswegatchie (time flexible)
Welcome, Introductions & Overview of Program
Dinner
Large Group Ice Breakers and Challenges
Fireplace Time
Teachers take over supervision
Lights Out

Day Two
8:00 AM8:30 AM12:00 PM1:00 PM4:00 PM 5:00 PM6:00 PM7:30 PM8:00 PM11:00 PM-

Breakfast
Guided Snowshoe Trip—Explore the Snow & Hills of Oswegatchie
Lunch
Afternoon Classes— Maple Sugaring & Wildlife ID
Break
Dinner
Night Hike— A guided nocturnal ecology and team building session outside.
Fireplace Time
Teachers take over supervision
Lights Out

Day Three
8:00 AM8:45 AM-

Breakfast
2018 Environmental Presentation— “The Adirondack Story”
- The story of the Adirondacks is posed as a story of both geologic and human time . The harsh winters
and difficult terrain made it difficult to survive in this region, forcing people to lower elevations
leaving a majority of the Adirondacks untouched. Furthermore, the natural and cultural history combined
to create a region that has remained most unchanged by mankind. The first portion of this lesson will be
lecture style with multimedia content used to describe everything from human migration, glaciers,
watersheds, the differences in region geology, signature wildlife and trees, sequencing pictures to show
changes in human industry. Fast pace storytelling regarding the scope of the Adirondacks will cover
13,000 years of history. The second half will be an interpretive guided hike of the Adirondack landscape
including geology, waterways, and the forest.

11:00 AM–
12:00 PM12:30 PM1:00 PM-

Lodge Clean Up
Lunch
Lodge clean up and thank you letters
Departure

NOTE: This schedule and curriculum is subject to change based on season of year and weather.
Guest Speakers are based on availability. Ropes Course activities will only take place when the
course is free of snow.
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Oswegatchie Educational Center
Spring 2018 Environmental & Leadership Development
Program
Memo to Student Participants
To: Visiting Students to Oswegatchie
From: Bill Waite, Program Director
Re: Preparing for a November Trip to the Adirondacks
As you prepare for an excellent 2 days in the Adirondacks, I would like to suggest a
few things to help you prepare for your trip.


If you have any special dietary requirements, let us know in advance. Either
communicate with your teacher or email us at wwaite@oswegatchie.org.



If you have any special medical needs, make sure to communicate with your
teacher before departure.



You will need bedding, pillows, towels, and toiletries for your stay.



Lastly, the weather is always different here than it is at home. Bring warm clothes or
pack layers to be at camp. Boots and layered socks are crucial. Be prepared to be
outside for almost an entire day.

We look forward to seeing you. You will get to experience a place that has meant
many great things to many people. You will meet students form other schools and
parts of New York. Come to Oswegatchie with an open mind and be ready to learn!
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Oswegatchie Educational Center
Spring 2018 Environmental & Leadership Development Program
Sponsored By New York AG Education and Outreach

PROGRAM APPLICATION
Teacher Name:

Teaching Specialty:

School Name:

County:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Email:

State: NY

Zip:

Number of students you will bring to the program:
(each type of program has a different minimum)
What dates for ELP offerings do you wish to attend:
(on Page 2)

Have you attended an Oswegatchie E.L.P program in the past?
YES

NO

If yes, when was the last time you attended?

Why do you wish to attend an Oswegatchie E.L.P program?

I understand that this is a 33% Grant Program. The . This covers all meals, lodging, and programming costs. Transportation cost is not
cover by this grant. I will be responsible for the remaining $80 per person for the Environmental Science and Leadership Training
Program. I will either mail these funds ahead of time or provide full payment at registration. No refunds will be given for
cancellations, and I will be responsible for full payment in the event that I do not show up. The schedule and curriculum are
subject to change based on weather and season.

Teacher Signature_____________________________________________________________________ Date___________
Administrator Signature:__________________________________________________________________ Date:___________
Return ASAP to:

Oswegatchie Educational Center
9340 Long Pond Road
Croghan, New York 13327
Or Email to: wwaite@oswegatchie.org
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